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Monksilver,

2 Kilkenny Villas,

Kilkenny Avenue,

Taunton,

Somerset

TA2 7PJ

11th June 2010
Email: hm.marshall@btinternet.com
Tel: 01823 333559

To: Members and Friends of Somerset Opera
Dear All,

The sun is shining and summer appears to be here – but for how long.  Let us hope that the warmer and longer days bring health and happiness to everyone.  They are certainly bringing more events for Somerset Opera over the next 2 months.
We have just performed ‘Elixir of Love’ at Aisle Barn at Chipley Park.  Grateful thanks are due to the entire company and cast who reconvened to recapture the fun of last summer’s production. Personal thanks must go to Chris Cooper without whom we would not have been able to go to Chipley and who oiled the wheels of the production all the way.  It was extremely kind of Charles Morland to invite us to perform and the result was a very happy party.  The company had a wonderful time and the champagne flowed.  Thanks to all!

The next date for your diary is the Master Class to be held at Kings College on the 19th June 2010 from 10.00 a.m. until 4.00 p.m.   We are privileged to have Donald Maxwell who will be putting singers through their paces.  Donald is currently performing in ‘The Daughters of the Regiment’ at Convent Garden. It promised to be a good day and is certainly worthwhile to come and see.  Last year the audience found it fascinating and this year promises to be the same.  Please come and have an absorbing time – it is certainly worthwhile being part of the audience.
Our major show on the 13th, 14th, 16th and 17th July starting at 7.30 p.m. will be Mozart’s ‘Don Giovanni’ which we will be performing at Kings College, with Sebastian Petit as Director and Chris Ball as Musical Director.  The principal line up looks very exciting. Supper is available before hand on Friday and Saturday from 6.00 p.m..  Tickets for both supper and performance are available from Sybil Hiscocks on 01823 324025 or performance tickets only are available from the Taunton Information Centre at the Library.
We are proposing to put on an evening of English opera – the first half being a concert version of Purcell’s ‘Dido and Aeneas’ and the second half being English opera choruses, arias, duets and concerted items.  This will take place in Taunton at the end of November. Those who would like to be a part of the evening please let Marianne Skinner know on 01395 567007 and Chris Ball on 01823 327855 or return the attached form via email or post.  Venue and actual date will be confirmed as soon as possible.  There will be two sing through/rehearsals on 14th and 16th September at ABC with auditions for soloists on 19th September. 
Touring – we are currently sorting dates but have already got bookings between 11th and 26th March 2011.  As a result of popular demand we are trying later dates this coming year and the villages are already keen to have us. The show will be ‘The Sorcerer’ by Gilbert and Sullivan and I propose to make this a high comedy production with an onstage band and full attention to laughter. We will using a slightly extended version.  There will be a sing through on 28th September and auditions will be held on 10th October 2010. Frances Walker has agreed to provide tapes for those interested. Those who would like to be in the show please let Marianne Skinner know on 01395 567007 and Chris Ball on 01823 327855 or return the attached form via email or post.  

So as you see, the next months are action packed.  Please come and see, sing and be included.  It promises to be fun, interesting, and highly enjoyable.
Regards

Hilary Marshall
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dido and Aeneas Concert/The Sorcerer (* Please delete as appropriate)

I would be interested in singing in the production of Dido and Aeneas Concert/The Sorcerer *
I wish to audition for parts……………………………………

Name……………………………………………………………………

Address………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………..

Email address (if available)………………………………………………

Please return to: 
Marianne Skinner, Penlan, Exeter Road, Newton Poppleford, Sidmouth. Email: skinner007@btinternet.com         Tel: 01935 567007




Chris Ball, 13 Roughmoor Cottages Frieze Hill Taunton TA1 1HA  Email chris@cjball.plus.com Tel: 01823 327855
